
 

Annual General Meeting 
Held at 3:00 p.m. 12 May 2013 at Stonefields School 

 

Welcome 
The Chair, Brian Lomas, introduced himself and on behalf of the committee welcomed residents and 
supporters to the 2013 Annual General Meeting, and declared the meeting open. 

A printed copy of the Treasurer’s report was made available prior to the meeting. 

Acknowledgements 
The following people were acknowledged: 

• Desley Simpson, Orākei Local Board Chair 
• Colin Davis, Orākei Local Board member for Stonefields 
• Stonefields School for the use of their facilities, and 
• All the mothers for Mother’s Day. 

Apologies 
Apologies were received from: 

• Chris McKenzie 
• Graeme and Jeanette Page 
• Johanna Boerema-Barr 
• Maria Rial 
• Maureen Wilson 
• Max and Glynne Ritchie 
• Pat and Keith Reid 
• Peter and Ingrid Coakley 
• Rob and Sandy Edwards 
• Warren and Sally Dalzell 

It was moved that the apologies recorded be accepted. John Kerr 
Seconded by Hari Segar 
Carried Yes 

Chairman’s Report  
The Chair advised it was a busy and enlightening first year for the Association, both with local and 
wider issues.  Monthly meetings were well attended by committee members.  In addition, 
committee meetings were attended by the Chair of the Orākei Local Board, Desley Simpson, and 
frequently by Board member, Colin Davis, who provided invaluable input and reports on issues 
affecting the local area. 



Particular appreciation was expressed for the advice, support and guidance received from the Orākei 
Local Board in helping the committee to get established and navigate issues through the year. The 
committee endeavoured to have a member at the Orākei Local Board meetings to ensure it was 
abreast of what was happening throughout the Orākei Ward. 

Establishing the Association 
Given it was the Association’s first AGM and that new homes and therefore residents are still 
arriving in Stonefields, the Chair provided background on how and why the Association was formed. 
Following a meeting held in October, 2011, at the Remuera Golf Club by Todd Property Limited, 
several residents got together with the idea of forming the Association. In May 2012, they took the 
initiative to hold a community meeting to determine the level of interest from residents and to ask 
for comment and input. That first meeting was a great success and was well attended. 15 volunteers 
for the committee were identified and those volunteers subsequently met to formalise the 
committee structure and rules. At the community meeting, a wide variety of issues were raised and 
recorded as well as ideas for developing the community. The issues included items such as: 

• Community buying power. 
• Security and neighbourhood support. 
• Community communications/newsletter. 
• Community events. 
• Non-potable water supply (grey water). 
• Parking, speeding, safety and traffic flow. 
• Internet services. 
• Ongoing construction/development. 
• Pedestrian access to Lunn Avenue. 

From this initial community meeting, the Association was formed and established itself as an 
Incorporated Society. It began to meet monthly to address the issues raised by residents and to 
organise community events. Along the way the committee lost, gained and then lost again some key 
committee members with the end result being only 12 on the committee. As result, it managed to 
get a lot more done in the way of events and communications in the first half of the year than it did 
in the second half. 

Activities in 2012-2013  
The community events held during the year were: 

• A Mad Hatters tea party, 
• Halloween night in Stonefields including a best dressed house competition, 
• Christmas picnic in the park, and 
• The unveiling of the sculpture Genoa in conjunction with a Neighbours Day picnic. 

Dr. Rodney Wilson, who passed away shortly before the AGM, and his wife Maureen Wilson, 
generously gifted the sculpture Genoa by New Zealand sculptor, Peter Nicholls, to the community.  
Condolences were expressed to Mrs Wilson on the passing of her husband.  It was hoped that the 
sculpture will provide inspiration for the installation of other sculptures and ultimately a sculpture 
trail within Stonefields. The sculpture is located in the Maungarei Springs Wetland reserve.  Mrs 



Wilson requested that people be asked not to climb on it.  The Chair asked that her wishes be 
respected.  

A lot of effort went into each of the events and the Chair thanked both Stonefields New World and 
Farro for their support in the way of donated supplies.  

Community issues were prioritised. Of note were: 

• The removal by Council of weed from the large lake in the wetlands. This is an ongoing issue 
as a final solution to prevent the weed accumulating has yet to be identified. 

• Liaison with Todd Property Limited to improve the community’s awareness of current and 
future development within Stonefields. 

• An Association submission to the 2013/2014 Annual Plan. Items in the submission included: 
o A request to investigate and address current and increasing parking issues, 
o Delivery of non-potable water and associated reductions in current costs of waste 

water, and 
o Pedestrian connectivity to Lunn Avenue from the Heritage Trail that is to be 

constructed across the top of the wetlands area. 

A website (www.stonefields.org.nz) was created to provide an easy way to connect and 
communicate with residents.  

The Association applied for and received a grant of $5,000 from the Orākei Local Board.  A further 
$5,000 has been approved for the current year. Funds were raised through raffles at the community 
events. As a result, funds are available for the year ahead and it is planned to use these to run more 
events that help bring the community together. 

The Association developed a submission in response to the Draft Unitary Plan.  In March the 
Association hosted, at relatively short notice, a workshop with the Orākei Local Board members and 
a Council representative to discuss and get feedback on the Plan. Following this, the committee 
began preparation of a submission.  The Chair acknowledged how fortunate the Association is to 
have committee members with development and planning experience who have been able to assist 
in identifying both positive and negative aspects of the Plan. The submission covers the following 
areas: 

• Ensuring that the Stonefields Master Plan provisions remain and are adhered to. 
• The re-zoning of Colin Maiden Park to Sport and Active Recreation. 
• Preventing the conversion of a single dwelling into two dwellings with specific reference to 

retaining the intent of the Master Plan. 
• Provision of adequate on-street parking in future development. 
• Supporting the zoning of open spaces in Stonefields. 

The submission is to be published on the website prior to the end of May. The Chair encouraged 
community members to take an active interest in the Draft Unitary Plan because of its effect on 
individuals and on the collective, and to make the most of the opportunity to make individual 
submissions. Information on the Plan and how to make a submission is available via the Council 
website. 

http://www.stonefields.org.nz/


Organising events and addressing community issues consume significant amounts of time and effort.  
The Chair personally thanked those on the committee who have worked with him during the year. 
While the committee had by no means done all it wanted, for the first year, the Chair felt it had 
done quite well. 

Activities for 2013/2014 
In the coming year the Chair would like to increase the committee size to the maximum of 20 
allowed by the Association’s rules. It needs more capable people to bolster its efforts.  Five 
nominations had been received for election as additional committee members and those present 
were encouraged by the Chair to consider nominating themselves to join the committee.  

The Chair wished to make sure that the events of last year are repeated and improved, and a few 
more events added and in so doing get neighbours meeting neighbours on a more frequent basis.  

The Committee’s relationship with the Orākei Local Board will continue to be developed and overall 
communications with residents will be more consistent and regular including more frequent 
production of the Association’s newsletter. Facebook may be added as a communication tool and 
savvy volunteers were sought for the communications team to achieve this. 

Most importantly, the Chair expressed his desire to ensure that the committee represents the 
residents of Stonefields.  Feedback and suggestions were requested so that the committee can 
respond to them.  Residents were reminded the committee is comprised of volunteers and as a 
result will not be able to respond as quickly as a permanently staffed organisation.  

It was moved that the Chairman’s report be received. Rex Maddock 
Seconded by John Harris 
Questions were invited. 

The Founding Chair, Dave Adams and his wife, Deb Adams, moved out of the community during the 
year.  Dave was acknowledged for the momentum gained during his appointment as Chair and Deb 
was acknowledged for her contribution to the formation of the committee and communications 
work. 

Carried Yes 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.   

The Treasurer expressed thanks to Kaajal Dijkstra for her donation of cakes for prizes at events.  
Thanks was expressed again to Stonefields New World and Farro for their donations.   

The Association’s rules require an audit of the financial statements. It has subsequently been found 
that the cost of auditing is prohibitive.  Advice has been received to remove the requirement from 
the rules.  Anyone who objected to this was invited to talk to the Chair.  

It was moved that the Treasurer’s report be received and that the 
financial statement be approved. 

Hari Segar 

Seconded by John Harris 



Questions were invited. 

Carried. Yes 

Election of Committee  
The Association’s rules require that the committee be elected at the Annual General Meeting and 
serve for 12 months.  The committee then has the responsibility of electing from within their 
number a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and two other members.  

The elected members from the current committee and those co-opted since then who had 
confirmed their availability for the year ahead were: 

• Brian Lomas 
• Hari Segar 
• John Harris 
• John Kerr 
• John Wilkinson 
• Judith Hammond 
• Kaajal Dijkstra 
• Loks Sathish 
• Mike Egan 
• Rex Maddock 
• Robert Scott 
• Trevor Brown 

In addition, those residents who had confirmed their availability were: 

• Brian Dungan 
• Caroline DeLong 
• Kay Hegan 
• Michelle Wainhouse 
• Ross Dwyer 

Further nominations were sought.  These were: 

• Steve Heath 
• Farid Vaswani 

The Chair moved that the nominations for the Stonefields 
Residents Association be accepted. 

 

Seconded by John Harris 
Carried Yes 
 

The meeting closed at 3:30 p.m. 

A 10 minute break followed before a general Q&A session was held. 

Q: What’s going in the shops? 



A: On the corner will be a Speights Ale House – the committee has been reassured by Todd Property 
that it will be a family bistro rather than a pub.  Focus groups were held and the landlord was very 
interested in having a positive relationship with the community.  There will be trade constraints on 
hours of business.  Other shops will include a café, fruit and vegetable shop, convenience store and a 
medical centre.  Todd Property own the complex so it has a vested interest in ensuring a fit between 
the centre and community. 

Q: What is the security and neighbourhood support like in the community? 

A: The community policeman spoke to the committee and advised the history of crime in the suburb.  
During the initial stages, there were a high number of thefts from building sites.  Since then, there 
has been a significant drop.  There was one vehicle break-in very recently.  The community is its own 
best security.  Hari Segar coordinates neighbourhood support groups.  Community police strongly 
encourage this. The suburb has the advantage of limited entries/exits.  There has been discussion on 
enhancing security with cameras at the entrances/exits.  This is relatively cheap for the number of 
residents.  The committee may investigate this task in future years. 

Q:  Car insurance went up when moving to Stonefields for one resident  

This may be related to the fact the suburb is still a construction site.  Eastern suburbs has a high 
insurance rate.  It is cheaper in Otara.  Agreed it may be worth investigating the cost of premiums as 
a community. 

Q: Land use around wetlands  

A: Liaison with Todd Property was frequent initially.  This has faded in the last 6 months but the 
committee has continued to approach.  Updates have been limited.  Discussions have been held with 
the Orākei Local Board so that information is more forthcoming.  The Masterplan has changed over 
time – the committee is very interested in the legalities of this.  It is keen to get more information 
and is still working on this.   

Q: Changes to Bluegrey Ave developments and lack of parking?  

A: This is in the submission – what was intended and what we are getting is changing with an impact 
on infrastructure.  Residents were asked to consider that they have all bought into a high density 
zone.  We will be asked how many of our own property parks are actually in use?  If they are not 
being used, this will affect the community’s case for complaining about lack of parking. 

Q: Progress on Heritage Trail; before subdivision finished to the west of the wetlands could we 
secure a permanent pedestrian access to Lunn Ave? 

A:  Colin Davis responded – Council staff are working on this.  They are looking at two connections at 
Lunn ave and Stonefields Heritage Reserve.  The surface will remain rough – cost of over $1m will 
come into protection for safety.  Gone out to consultation with three iwis who wish to be heavily 
involved with carvings etc.  A further briefing is scheduled in a month’s time.  

Requests were made that the surface be made rideable and suitable to push chairs. Colin Davis 
agreed to take this up at the next meeting. 



Q: Issue with downpours and clay run off on Barbarich. 

A: Consent to Dempsey has been extended. There are other issues, including cesspits overflowing. 
The Chair took photos and sent them to the Enforcement Officer.  Dempsey was contacted – 
resulted in new sediments mats.  All individuals are encouraged to do this.  Additional sediment 
controls have been added.  

The Chair also took photos of run off after downpours and of sediments mats which were raised, and 
a complaint made.  He was informed that the sediment controls were adequate under consent 
controls, and that recent downpours were considered extraordinary.  This will be countered that we 
all knew bad weather was coming.  In addition, a truck arrived to remove silt, but run off to lakes 
could have been avoided.  The Chair will continue to address this issue.   

A: Not enough parking for school, let alone with extra development? 

A:  Overall parking issue is being tackled. School issue is on the radar for the coming year. Solution 
suggested of teachers guiding traffic through a one way route, with the child released or collected 
upon arrival of the pick up car.  The committee will put this on this list of issues for this year.  The 
Education Act requires children are taken off the road.  The Expectation was that children would 
walk and cycle.  This hasn’t happened; stage 2 of the school is currently being built. 

Q: Availability of community garden? 

A: The committee will follow up with Todd Property on its offer to make available a composting area 
down near the lakes.  About one third of those present were interested. 

Q: Who owns land opposite netball courts? 

A:  A mixture of open space zoning and to the west an active sports and recreation zone.  Colin Davis 
advised an application for Auckland soccer headquarters by FIFA is in progress for opposite the lights 
at College Road.  Public consultation is happening in the next two weeks.  It involves a $6m 
investment of works, a proportion of it for community use. Confirmed walkways will be retained. 

The Chair advised that it is intended to publish a monthly summary of issue updates/events on the 
website in the future.   

Q: Is the committee aware of any dwellings being subdivided? 

A: No, but there is a provision in the Draft Unitary Plan which allows two dwellings from one.  There 
is a concern for those who own villas and will be included in the submission that the community 
objects to this. 

Q: Development at Barbarich 

A: It would be good to invite the developer to speak to this at another meeting.  The Committee will 
follow up on this.  The Chair will follow up with this and would also like to hear what is going to end 
up there.  He will also get Todd Property to come. 

Q: World exchange – internet speed 



A:  The Chair advised that COO World Exchange advised it was the only company which was involved 
in the Stonefields fibre pilot roll out. Others can now supply too. The Chair also advised residents 
that if they were having issues with their service that they should raise a support call with Xnet and 
actively pursue it to resolution.   

Q: Water supply – why 2 meters? 

A: These are for potable/non-potable supply.  Non-potable will be sourced from the lake area to a 
reservoir which is yet to be built.  It is planned to build this on land currently leased to the Remuera 
Golf Club by Council which has requested release.  The Club has objected; Council is now 
requisitioning to acquire the land.  Once acquired the reservoir will be built. Charges debate is 
ongoing with Watercare. 

Q: Leash free dog area? 

A: Maria Riall has begun a petition for an off leash area.  This is supported by the Orākei Local Board.  
The committee raised this in its submission on the Annual Plan.  If it gets support, the question is 
where; there are some green spaces which could be suitable. 

Q: The Warehouse on the corner of Lunn Ave and Ngahue is currently owned by The Warehouse.   

A: The committee is looking at this.  Individuals can also make submissions. 

The Q&A session closed at 4:45 p.m. 
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